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Reports in Pakistan’s newspapers, that a Pakistani court has convicted Sajid Majeed Mir, one of 

the men who planned the Mumbai 26/11 attacks, on terror financing charges, is welcome proof that the 

search for each of the masterminds must never be given up on. In the case of Mir, Pakistan’s security 

agencies had gone so far as to falsely declare him “dead”. He was reportedly sentenced to more than 15 

years in jail and is serving his term in a Lahore jail. Mir, the LeT’s former deputy chief of “international 

operations”, has been wanted for his role in recruitment for the 26/11 attacks, being the handler for 

David Headley, who carried out the reconnaissance for the LeT during several visits to India, and for 

being in the Karachi “control room” during the Mumbai siege. Headley named Mir in his deposition to a 

U.S. court, after he was given a “plea bargain” by the U.S. government, as well as in depositions via 

video link for the 26/11 trial in India. Mir is also wanted for LeT conspiracies to attack a Danish 

newspaper accused of publishing blasphemous cartoons and bomb a nuclear installation in Australia. He 

was also convicted by a French court for recruiting LeT operatives, and is believed to have also recruited 

terror-volunteers in the “Virginia Paintball Jihad” case in the U.S. The timing of Mir’s conviction appears 

to be linked to the final stages of Pakistan’s grey listing at the FATF this June, that voted to allow on-site 

visits in Pakistan with a view to de-listing it in the next few months. While Mir is not actually on the UN 

Security Council’s 1267 list of terror-designated individuals that the FATF is mandated to pursue, the 

West has frequently brought his name up at FATF proceedings in demanding that Pakistan successfully 

convict leaders of terrorist groups. 

If Mir is in fact behind bars, New Delhi must move quickly to demand his extradition to stand for 

trial in India. Admittedly, this is a virtually impossible task, given the poor state of bilateral ties. New 

Delhi must also rectify the error in not pursuing Mir’s addition to the UNSC list thus far, and launch a 

concerted international effort for Mir to be prosecuted for the number of terror attacks he has been 

involved in — not just for terror financing. As with Hafiz Saeed, Zaki-ur-Rahman Lakhvi and other LeT 

members, it is necessary to keep the spotlight on Mir, given the predilection of Pakistan’s legal 

authorities for reversing convictions and reducing the sentencing of terrorists once the heat from 

international agencies reduces. This will be particularly important, especially as Pakistan is expected to 

receive a full reprieve at the FATF in October, and it must be made clear that the Government will 

continue to pursue the legal process against each of the men behind the Mumbai attacks, until they are 

brought to justice. 

 conviction (noun) – pronouncement of guilt, 

sentence, judgement. 

 handler (noun) – secret agent.  

 extradition (noun) – the action of 

surrendering/handing over a fugitive (a person 

who has escaped from being confined/accused 

of a crime) from one jurisdiction to another by 

mutual agreements between the two 

countries. deportation, handover, expulsion. 

 convict (verb) – declare guilty, find guilty, 

sentence. 

 charge (noun) – accusation, allegation, 

indictment, 

 mastermind (noun) – originator,  initiator, 

planner, creator. 

 give up on (phrasal verb) – stop having 

belief/hope in someone/something; to stop 

hoping/believing that someone/something will 

change, get better, etc. 

 so far as (phrase) – to the extent/level/degree 

that. 

 reportedly (adverb) – supposedly, seemingly, 

apparently, professedly, ostensibly, 

purportedly. 

 sentence (verb) – convict, punish, declare 

guilty. 

 serve (verb) – spend, go through (in prison). 

 term (noun) – period, time, spell (for 

imprisonment or in a jail). 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 

implement, execute, discharge, bring about. 

 reconnaissance (noun) – examination, 

preliminary survey, research/probe. 

 siege (noun) – blockade, beleaguerment, 

encirclement. 
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 deposition (noun) – statement, sworn 

statement, affidavit, attestation, affirmation. 

 plea bargain (noun) – plea bargaining refers to 

a person charged with a criminal offence 

negotiating with the prosecution for a lesser 

punishment than what is provided in law by 

pleading guilty to a less serious offence. It is 

common in the United States, and has been a 

successful method of avoiding protracted and 

complicated trials. 

 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in addition. 

 trail (noun) – court case, judicial proceedings, 

legal action. 

 conspiracy (noun) – (unlawful) plan/plot, 

intrigue, collaboration/deception, collusion. 

 blasphemous (adjective) – disrespectful, 

irreligious, unholy. 

 operative (noun) – agent, secret agent. 

 paintball (noun) – a competitive team shooting 

sport in which players eliminate opponents 

from play by hitting them with spherical dye-

filled gelatin capsules. 

 grey/watch list (noun) – a list of countries on 

observation due to their “strategic 

deficiencies” in countering terror-financing and 

money-laundering. The countries put on the 

grey/watch list by the Financial Action Task 

Force (FATF) will be subjected to direct 

monitoring and intense scrutiny by the 

International Co-operation Review Group 

(ICRG) on terror financing. 

 on-site (adjective) – happening or situated at a 

particular place or site. 

 de-list (verb) – remove from a list. 

 designated (adjective) – identified, recognized, 

classified. 

 mandate (verb) – require, demand, instruct, 

make mandatory. 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, go in for, prosecute, 

conduct; be intent on, aim for. 

 bring up (phrasal verb) – raise, introduce, 

mention, put forward, bring forth. 

 proceedings (noun) – legal action, legal 

proceedings, lawsuit, case. 

 in fact (phrase) – actually, in actuality, really, in 

reality. 

 behind bars (phrase) – in prison/jail. 

 to stand trail (phrase) – if someone stands 

trial, he/she is tried in court for a crime heshe 

is accused of. 

 admittedly (adverb) – actually, truly/verily, 

indeed. 

 virtually (adverb) – practically, effectively, in 

effect. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 state (noun) – condition, situation, 

circumstances, state of affairs. 

 ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 

connection. 

 thus far (phrase) – so far, yet, still, up till now, 

up to now, until now. 

 concerted (adjective) – involving a lot of 

people coming together & doing something 

with great effort; strenuous, vigorous, 

energetic, determined, active, intense; 

coordinated, collaborative, collective, 

combined, joint. 

 prosecute (verb) – take to court, bring legal 

proceedings against, bring an action against, 

take legal action against. 

 as with (phrase) – according to the 

experience/behavior of. 

 keep/put the spotlight on (phrase) – to 

draw/bring attention to something; highlight, 

accentuate, underscore, underline. 

 the spotlight (noun) – the public attention, the 

focus of public/media; the public eye. 

 predilection (noun) – liking, preference. 

 heat (noun) – intense pressure/criticism. 

 reprieve (noun) – cancellation, suspension, 

postponement (of a punishment or something 

undesirable event); stay of execution. 

 make clear (phrase) – explain, clarify, 

elucidate. 

************************************************************************************ 

When a democracy rolls back a constitutional right that has been in place for almost half a 

century, it must consider itself in deep peril. The U.S. stands at that fraught juncture now, after its 

Supreme Court, in a 6-3 majority, overturned the 1973 ruling in Roe vs Wade, and took away the 
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constitutional right to abortion. In one blow, on June 24, it withdrew from women anywhere in the 

country their right to reproductive and bodily autonomy. With Roe, as well as the 1992 decision in 

Planned Parenthood vs Casey that upheld Roe, gone, the court returned “the issue of abortion to the 

people’s elected representatives”. States can now decide whether to ban abortion, and at what stage in 

a pregnancy and under what circumstances. The fight over abortion has been the U.S.’s most 

passionately waged ideological battle. With a focus that denies any space for compassion or respect for 

liberty, conservatives have prioritised the task of having Roe overturned for decades. With the court 

now having attained a conservative supermajority, the decision had been imminent — some Republican-

ruled States have started banning abortion, with trigger laws in place in anticipation of such a judgment. 

Other Red States will follow. 

This Supreme Court decision, Dobbs vs Jackson Women’s Health Organization, has in effect 

divided the U.S. territorially — States where women have the right to abortion, and those where they do 

not. Where they do not, women with unplanned or unwanted pregnancies, including possibly in some 

jurisdictions those that endanger the mother’s life or are a result of rape or incest, may have no option 

but to seek medical assistance in other States. This needs resources and support structures, and many 

women will be left with no option other than clandestine, unsafe abortions nearer home. Chillingly, 

there is fear that miscarriages could be subject to criminal investigations. On a positive side, major U.S. 

companies and some States (New York) have started offering financial support to employees and help 

for out-of-state abortion seekers who seek medical interventions in abortion-supporting States. This 

will, however, make already-bitter partisan polarisation worse. It must also alarm Americans that the 

logic of Dobbs — that abortion is not mentioned in the U.S. Constitution and is not covered by the 

landmark 14th Amendment of 1868 that safeguards liberty — has opened the process for other rights to 

be taken away. For now, President Joe Biden and his Democratic Party have vowed to put Roe on the 

ballot in November’s mid-term elections. But the way the U.S. electoral system stacks up the numbers in 

the Senate against their efforts to break the filibuster, the effort to protect women will likely be carried 

out incrementally: legal challenges at multiple levels, support to women in Red States, and persuasive 

political campaigns at the grassroots. 

 

 roll back (phrasal verb) – reduce the 

importance of something; reverse, cancel, 

repeal, rescind.  

 in place (phrase) – established, set up, 

arranged, in order. 

 peril (noun) – danger, jeopardy, risk,  

insecurity, uncertainty, menace, threat. 

 fraught (adjective) – anxious/worried, 

distressed, agitated/panicky. 

 juncture (noun) – stage, point in time, 

time/moment. 

 overturn (verb) – reverse, overrule, 

nullify/cancel. 

 ruling (noun) – judgement, verdict, decision, 

pronouncement, resolution, decree. 

 take away (phrasal verb) – remove, withdraw, 

stem, discard.  

 in/at one blow (phrase) – by a single stroke 

(action/move); all at once, with a single 

decisive/powerful action. 

 reproductive rights (noun) – Reproductive 

rights rest on the recognition of the basic right 

of all couples and individuals to decide freely 

and responsibly the number, spacing and 

timing of their children and to have the 

information and means to do so, and the right 

to attain the highest standard of sexual and 

reproductive health. 

 as well as (phrase) – in addition to, besides, on 

top of. 

 uphold (verb) – confirm, endorse/approve, 

vindicate/validate. 

 circumstance (noun) –situation, condition. 

 passionately (adverb) – forcefully, vehemently, 

or intensely. 
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 wage (verb) – engage in, carry on, conduct, 

pursue (a war or campaign). 

 ideological (adjective) – relating to a system of 

ideas (ideology). 

 conservative (noun) – a person who is 

following the principles of conservatism; right-

winger, rightist, Republican,  traditionalist. 

 prioritise (verb) – make a point of, highlight, 

call attention to (something as very 

important). 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 attain (verb) – reach, acquire, establish. 

 conservative (adjective) – right-wing, rightist, 

Republican, traditionalist. 

 supermajority (noun) – a majority that is 

exceeding a simple majority.  

 imminent (adjective) – close/near, about to 

happen, approaching/impending. 

 Republican (adjective) – right-wing, rightist, 

traditionalist, conservative. 

 trigger laws (noun) – trigger laws are laws that 

aren’t enforceable when they’re passed. But 

they are designed to take effect when certain 

conditions are met. 

 in anticipation of (phrase) – in the expectation 

of, in preparation for. 

 red state (noun) – A state of the United States 

votes for Republican or supports the 

Republican Party. 

 blue state (noun) – A state of the United States 

votes for Democrat or supports the 

Democratic Party. 

 in effect (phrase) – in reality, in fact, 

effectively, essentially, virtually, practically, in 

practical terms. 

 jurisdiction (noun) – territory, region, 

province, district, area (to which a court of law 

or other institution can exercise its authority 

over suits, cases, appeals etc.). 

 endanger (verb) – imperil, threaten, put at risk, 

put in danger. 

 incest (noun) – sexual activity between family 

members or close relatives. 

 seek (verb) – ask for, request, appeal for; try to 

obtain. 

 resource (noun) –  (financial) support. 

 clandestine (adjective) – secret, surreptitious, 

covert, concealed, hidden, private. 

 chillingly (adverb) – horrifyingly, frighteningly. 

 miscarriage (noun) – spontaneous abortion, 

stillbirth. 

 subject to (phrase) – conditional on, 

contingent on, dependent on, depending on, 

controlled by; answerable to, accountable to, 

liable to, under the control of. 

 out-of-state (adjective) – relating to the area 

outside a particular state. 

 intervention (noun) – action taken to improve 

a medical complaint/problem. 

 partisan (adjective) – biased, prejudiced, one-

sided. 

 polarisation (noun) – separation of two 

contrasting groups (based on different 

opinions/beliefs). 

 alarm (verb) – frighten, scare, panic, unnerve, 

distress. 

 safeguard (verb) – protect, shield, screen, 

defend, guard, keep safe, shelter. 

 for now (phrase) – for the time being, for the 

moment. 

 vow (verb) – swear, pledge, promise, affirm, 

avow, commit, give one’s word, give an 

assurance. 

 on the ballot (phrase) – to be subject to a vote 

in an election. 

 stack up (phrasal verb) – compare; make 

sense. 

 Senate (noun) – the upper house or chamber 

in some bicameral legislative systems. (for 

example in the US). 

 filibuster (noun) – a tactic mainly in the United 

States’ Senate to delay or block legislative 

action on a bill or other matter by debating it 

at length; a way of delaying/preventing a vote 

on a bill. 

 incrementally (adverb) – in an incremental 

way; gradually, in a step-by-step method. 

 persuasive (adjective) – convincing, effective, 

compelling, potent, forceful, eloquent, 

impressive, influential, sound, valid, powerful, 

strong, winning. 
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